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No one asked Tom how he felt about spending two months on his Aunt Millie's farm. For a city boy,

the farm holds countless terrors - stampeding baby lambs, boy-chasing chickens, and worst of all,

lonliness. But everything changes when Tom sees the midnight fox. He can spend hours watching

the graceful black fox in the woods. And when her life - and that of her cub - is in danger, Tom

knows exactly what he must do.
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Back in 1968, I think it's fair to say that your average male hero in children's fiction was usually an

athletic or at least agile young man. The Hardy Boys, after all, were still popular and the degree of

introspection most young men in today's fiction are apt to was significantly less. Not so the hero of

Betsy Byars's, "The Midnight Fox". A small unassuming but still interesting book from the last 60s,

the tale is of an unathletic average boy, his summer spent on a farm in the country, and his chance

encounters with a mysterious woodland creature. There is no magic. No mystical occurrences or

significant coincidences. Just ordinary people acting and reacting to one another and the

appearance of the animal that divides them.Tom is under the distinct impression that animals of all

sorts, regardless of species or family, hate him. And this is just one of the myriad of reasons Tom



does not want to stay on his Aunt Millie and Uncle Fred's farm. He'll be far away from his best

friend, alone with family members he hardly knows, and he'll probably get loaded down with chores.

Still, Tom's parents are adamant, so it's off to the farm for a couple months he goes. Of course,

nothing is as bad as he had anticipated. His relatives are sweethearts, his chores miniscule and his

best friend is writing him regularly. As for animals, Tom meets one that becomes his summer

fixation. Living on the acres of land surrounding the farm is a rare and beautiful black fox with a

single cub. Intrigued by this elusive creature, the boy discovers her lair and protects her secret. But

when the fox angers the family by making off with a few chickens, Tom has to figure out exactly

what to do to save his new friend from people with excellent fox-tracking skills.
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